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INTRODUCTION. 



It were needless to enter into a long dissertation to prove 
the utility of the Art of Stenography, for it is universally 
admitted: my object is to demonstrate that it is capable 
of vast improvement, and to point out the means by which 
it may, with facility, be acquired ; hoping that I may in- 
duce a portion of my readers to commence a task, which 
cannot fail in the end to afford ample compensation for 
the time and labour bestowed in its attainment. 

During the last few years, many works on Stenography 
have issued from the press, each claiming great, but 
actually possessing, if at all, but little superiority over 
those preceding, and for the obvious reason, that they are, 
with one or two exceptions, formed upon the same princi- 
ploy and. of the same materials ; and the perfection of 
ingenuity is unable to effect more, than the materials upon 
which it labours are capable of producing ; in one word, 
the atenograpic characters at present in use, having, as it 
may be presumed, from their application by so many 
authors, undergone every possible variation, it may be 
inferred, that in order to arrive at further improvement 
in the art, other means and other principles than those ia 
practice, must be resorted to. 

I am well persuaded, that by none of the systems 
hitherto in use, can the exact words of an orator be taken 
down, for although every syllable to which we give utter- 
ance must necessarily be attended by a distinct motion of 
the organs of speech, yet such is the rapidity of their 
movement, I am convinced, that unless the stenographist 
be enabled to express his subject in fewer marks of the 
pen than there are syllables contained in it, his utmost 



efforts to keep pace with even a moderately quick speaker 
will be nnayailing. I have kept this important principle 
in view in the formation of my system, and after great 
pains and labour, flatter myself that in the attainment 
of this grand object, by which a saving of about one 
half is effected, as compared with the methods in general 
practice, I have advanced at least one step, in the osefol 
and pleasing Art of Stenography. 

The peculiarity of this system consists principally in 
the employment of positions, produced by three horizontal 
red tines, intersected perpendicularly by two blue, and 
one red line alternately, as shewn in Plate 2, Fig, 1 ; 
these positions are made to express the letters of the 
alphabet, as well as many double letters and prepositions, 
and fcurnish the means also of expressing, by a mere touch 
of the pen, the auxiliary verbs throughout their different 
moods and tenses, both affirmatively and negatively; such 
for instance, as — was to have, ought not to be, &c« and, 
considering the frequent recurrence of those verbs, the 
importance of so brief and facile a mode of expression 
must be evident. 

By Mr. Oumey's system, the example of Lord North's 
speech, as shewn in Plate 9, requires 767 distinct marks 
of the pen to write it, by mine no more than 849, the 
saving is 408, even In this short specimen: again, it con- 
tains 463 syllables ; by Mr. Gumey's system, the propor- 
tion is 16 marks of the pen for every ten syllables; by 
mine only about seven ; therefore it is evident, that in 
this speech, I use 114 less inflections of the pen than there 
are syllables uttered, and it may here be observed, that 
more than one-fifth of my writing is composed of nmple 
dots. 

It is not my intention to give lengthy rules, which tend 
rather to confuse than to instruct, or to enter into extra- 
neous matter for the mere purpose of swelling my work ; 
but I shall endeavour by my examples, to point out every 



thing requisite to a learner; feeling confident, that not- 
withstanding the immense contraction the plan effects, as 
compared with other methods, it will he found, to he as 
simple in its operation, as easy of acquirement, and, hy 
heing more positive, to possess greater legihility ; objects 
of the greatest importance, when considered in relation to 
the purposes for which the art is intended. 

DIRECTIONS FOR THE LEARNER. 

The first step towards the acquisition of this system, is 
to learn to form the characters of the stenographic alpha- 
bet with precision, as well as the double letters, preposi- 
tions, &c. in Plate 1. 

The signification of the positions in Plate 2, should 
next be considered, where it is to be observed ^t^. 2 
repri^sents JFig* 1 on a larger scale, and however staitling 
may he the idea of retaining the signification of so many 
positions in the mind, a very slight glance, will shew the 
facility with which it may he accomplished ; for instance, 
the vowels form one line, and the consonants succeed each 
other uniformly, from first to last ; then there is an analogy 
between the first and second class of positions, which 
serves greatly to assist the memory. 

The mode of writing is thus, for the word noty place 
the pen on the position which represents n in Plate 2, 
omit the intervening vowel, and write the character for t ; 
the word time^ pen on position t and write character for m ; 
before^ pen on position h and write character for fr ; 
criminal^ pen on cr and write mnl ; ahame^ pen on sh 
and write m ; benevolent y pen on bn^ which it will be ob- 
served is in the second class of positions, therefore one 
bar must be passed over as shewn in the 7th example of 
Plate 3, and write vlnt ; content^ pen on con, and write 
the conjunctive termination for tent ; it may be as well 
to state, that the conjunctive terminations in Plate 1, may 
be written upon the positions, as well as joined to a pre- 



ceding eonsoDsnt ! myself^ pen on m^ conjanctive termi- 
nation for Belff the same termination in h^ t, th or o will 
express himself ^ itself ^ ikemeelves or ourselvee. 

To express Aoxiliary Verbs^ Plaie4mu$t be coosalted, 
wliere the signification of the positions in that respect, is 
pointed oat* 

To write anAoxiUary Verb, not preceded by a Pro*- 
noun, a touch of the pen formed perpendicnlarly down- 
wards, should be placed upon the position answering to 
the verb, in its proper mood and tense ; if preceded by a 
pronoun, the character for the pronoun should supply its 
place; for instance, in the first example, would have, the 
mark above named is placed upon the position, signifying 
such verb, and in writing he would have, the pronoun he, 
as given in Plate 1, is introduced, instead of the maric ; 
this relates to affirmatives only, for should the verb l>e 
required to be written in the negative, one bar to the 
right should be passed over, according to the examples^ 

In Plate 3, many miscellaneous examples are given, to 
which I beg to call the learner's attention. 

The mode of expressing the Stenographic e when con- 
joined to another consonant, is by writing the consonant 
double its usual size, as in the words appearance, advan^ 
tageoue, chance, France ; in the two last words, and 
most others when e is sounded soft like e, it should be 
expressed by that letter, and by itself when sounded hard 
like k, as in the word fnueic ; a dot above a word is tVjf, 
as in the word capacity. In Plate 1, it has been shewn, 
that a small circle represents ing, ong and iion ; when 
intended for ing or ong, it should be turned the way in 
which we write a common o, as in the example eoMething, 
and in the contrary direction for iion, as in tlie word 
temptation; when used in the plural number, it should bt 
written double its usual size, as in the word alteratione» 
Ct in the middle of a word, having the sound of 4f, should 
in Stenography be expressed by that letter; when jf is tlie 
first letter to be written, the character for it in Plate 1, 



slifNild be usedy when odierwisa^ as itt the words mUsfac- 
ikm and conirttdieHen^ it slioald be expressed 1^ erossisf 
the preoediDg by tbe socceeding eoBSODant. A fiaal t^vwie^ 
may be expressed by a dot at tbe termiiiatioii oif the last 
oensoBsiiit, at Ibe top for d and e> Ibe eeatre for I and y, 
and at tbe bottom for 4» and «» as in the examples ifefay, 
'deBtroy^c(mUnuey}»u% the Stenograpyst after some prac- 
tice, will generally find the dot joined to the last eonso* 
nant sofficient^ as in the word UUrMff. 8hoold it be 
required to express two vowels in tbe middle of a word, 
it may be done by making a small dot, and writing tbe 
consonant succeeding such TowelSy beside it, as in Ite 
example lion. When a consonant at the termination of 
a word is required to be doubled, a dot should be placed 
beneath it, as in tbe example, /^iiif-eiif/ tbe mode of 
writing the disjuncttTe terminations, is shewn in tbe ex" 
amples, parUameni and bH^nH/uL Th4ie may be die* 
tinguished from this, by writing the long e doable its 
usual sise on the posttion M, as in tbe last example. 

Upwards of 200 words and combiaations of words^may 
be expressed by dots and commas placed upon tbe sereral 
positions ; but it is not necessary that the learner should 
commit the whole of them to memory ia tbe first instance, 
as the progress of his study will greatly fadlilate tbdr 
acquisition, and bis own discretion will enable him to 
malce a selection of such as ai« likely to prove most 
useful ; they are given in Plates S and 6. Thus, a dot 
in the posiUmi o is of, a comma in tbe same position o^lAtf/ 
a dot in/is /Wmii, a eoS9ma,/Vo9)i the ; a dot in n is lf», 
a comma, in the $ a dot in e is wer^ everf, or aery, a 
comma in the same position, every thing, eeery one, or 
every where^ according to the manifest sense of the cea* 
text ; a dot in th is ^Ae, a comma, that the f and so on 
for the rest. 

In Plate 7 will be found several contractions, of words 
in very general use, which are worthy of tbe learaet^i 
attention. 
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A comma inrerted in the poridoD a is and ; in tht they; 
In bf to be; in w, what ; in e, endeavour^ed ; in u, un* 
fortwude : in wr^ what the; In tm, in the mean time ; 
in wn, when the ; in em, eomehow. 

The letter E is eccleeiaeticai'atty ; A, adminietration; 
I, individuality ; c, eircumetance. 

I ha?e given a short specimen in Plate 8 shewing the 
advantage I possess over the speaker, in a comparison 
between the number of syllables contained in the example, 
and the number of Stenographic characters required to 
express it ; by which the reader will perceive with what 
extreme facility a speech may be taken down by this 
system. 

For the learner's farther iufonnation, I shall fully and 
clearly explain the mode of writing the example of Iiord 
North's speech given in Plate 9, which will afford the 
best proof of the simplicity as well as the practicability 
of my method. 

•^EBvJty , pen m m, character for n, and a dot conjoined 
-—€2/^ dot in o — ihose, long e in th, double its usual 
size— eonfteclieii^ comma in rm, (see Plate 6) — 
teith, character for th in w-—adn/^inisira1tions 
the letter u#— are, (see Auxiliary Verbs Plate 4)— j>er- 
t^tVUMfft pen on pr, characters for ptl and dot 
conjoined — hoUingfy pen on h, character for Id and 
small circle for ing^-OWiy character for t in o — ihCy dot 

in th^idea, d in i—ihai, t in th — J tM^e been 

pronoun / in verb's place — ihe, dot in th — euU9e, 
long e in c—- ig/^ dot in o — iM the, comma in at — 
eiBl4§n»iiieM, character for m double its usual size iu 
cl, and a dot above-— o/^fJke, comma iu o— €Olf ftf t ff§ 
character for tr in con and dot conjoined — 6y* dot in b 
-—JHTinmaiingf mt and small circle in pr — ihe, (see 
above — m/Mmnerican, rcn in am — wvar, r in Wm Sir 9 
r in e — M, dot iu i—denjf, n and dot conjoined in d — 
iheii, (see above) — io 6e,couiroa inverted inb — frii€^ 
r and dot conjoined iu t^I— found, d in fn-^Uee 
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—•A$meHeanr-umr^ v^hen^n in it- jT— eattte, 

m in c-^inMOy dot (see Plate eiy^cMnUnisWrar 

Hon $ — E MA noi, pronoun / in verb's place, second 
class—eottrf > t in cr — it, t in i — U VOOS, pronoun 
in verb's place^ like — VOOT'—of the^ comma in o-<— 

eounMrf/f --andf comma inverted in a-^appraved, 

V in appr-^qf-^bjf ihe, comma in b,— people, com- 
ma inp— af, t in a—Marge% g in Ir. Sirs— had, 

(see auxiliary verbs) — JParlian^eMt, I in pr, and 
disjunctive termination for ment — 6e6tt, n in b — re* 

jfom^ed, rmd in rf—they wvauM not tuave 

pronoun in verb's place — expressed, pr double its 
usual size in a — t»tore, r in m — clearly, rl and dot 
conjoined in cl—thon ihe^ comma, (see plate 6)r— 

unr^am^ed,frm in un^Pttrliawnenl—did, 

(see auxiliary verbs)— fJke— opinion, n in op, (see 
Plate J^-of— their, r in th—cinMHMuents, stnts 
in con — on ihe, dot, (see Plate 6)'Mfl^eef , J in 

8ubm Bui, t in b — Sirf—M— desire, r in ds — 

once, n double its usual length in o-^or, r in / — 
dUs I in a — ihai—genilenMn, comma, (see Plate 
Si) — wdn, (see auxiliary verb)— desisi, pen on d, e 
double its usual size and t conjoined— ;/VOin» dot in f 

—ihose^uwtfoundedj'nd in un — asseriions, 

r and circle for Hon double its usual size in aa — ihai — 
jT wvas, pronoun in verb's place — ihe — auihor, 
character for titr in a — qf-^ihose^-calan/^iiieSm 
jfjT, / in t — ihey are, pronoun in verb's place — mf-^ 

ihai'-opinionf—lei, t in l-^ihew^, m in th — 

eoune, m in c—forvoard, conjunctive termination 
for ward in ft — wviih — a, dot in a — charge, dot, 
(see plate 6)« M an^, pronoun in verbs' place — f*€li- 
dy, d, and dot conjoined in r — io, dot in t — nf^ei, t 
in m — a, t in u M—call, I in c-^for ii, comma in 
fr $ —naym dot in fi — I—denMmd, character for 
and in dm — If — as, long am a — a — righi, t in r« 

Sir,--fihere can be, pronoun in verb's place — no. 
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diit b »^rea9m^9 n in t9^f&r^wUhh^iiiHg 

tUd and iiMll circle in icr— .tff— ttOiT^ ter in n« JGT— 

J^ iMKS— jnroleeietfi #c in pr-^^aref yv in d— * 

J^ OOBlt itof 9 pnmonn in Terb*8 place— jir#il0el^il— 

nomp. SUTs-^-ihe^MimiMert &tr in m^hiu, 

(tee aaxiHarj rerbs)— erery-iftiity, eomoMi, (see 
Plate »-tl fci rt[ C«ii, pronoun in ▼erli'e place-^^^fMlAfey 
oonjnnctire termination for nft/e in en — him^f dot in h 
-^to, dot in i e mrrff , r and dot in c—an ihe^ 
ptr09ee9$tkn^9 ^ Bnd termination for Hon in pr-^ 
m 0m i§ 9M , dot, see Plale 0«HKii€f dot in f»— He IkiM 
— a— IbOtMe, long 8 in A — of— COMnMns, n dou- 
ble its usual lenfftb in earn — to — iBtCUSe, long « in ace 

—he hU3—a^MauM0-^^—JL€Mrds, d double 

its usual length in Ir—Uh-Judge9 g in i—he to— 

niUMMer9 tr in mm~4^— €ill f fte— teriffett, n in 

rf — erlil6iM^9 termination for denee in eo — mgoinst 

-^wn e mm d m s— Mo— parole— I in pr—tesH^ 
nun&if, simnp in t—U^ose—^m^hou^ere^wnif- 

yWettlb eomma double usual si«e see Plate 6—Mh09e 

—ufho ufere—4n, n \a i— m^, dot in-m^eeretB, 
rtsbk&c—ffkaMe^^t^h&u^^Aotin w-M—reeetved^ 
vd in r8—4m§o my, dot (s$e Plate 6)—M9»noMf t 
bibA termination for most in «— eMt/llfofteay comma 
in eon {eee Plate Siy-firatn WChomtB^ comma vaf^^M— 

eoneeaiedf eld In eon^nothing, dot In o—are 
~f i #t p fibe f irien^ds—of tOhe—riffh^—ho^ 
normbtet (see Plate 7)— ClenUenMHSiT'-and. 

— M— dare, rind — say, dot In e — ihekr — Imtc 

—of^UfM/ee^ e and t double its usual length in i 
— awA-^^egmrd,^ character for gr and d in r—fmr 
ihepcomrnhinfr^'-jn^ttefdotlnp (see Plate &y^pl^Ut 
—^ummhe, e in n^—Mhen/^f m in thr—fitf t in /-- 
llfll|_tM^j^M^ « in « and termination fotful — wtU» 
nesses, tnss fai te—upan, comma, (see Plate 6) — 
oueh, eh Ins— am^oeeoHan, eommaf(see Platee) 

— yeff» t in y^eUr—wcith—aUf I in g f* e — 
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adwtniugieSf tgs in advan-^an the—pHri, t 
on pr^-^ ihe—nUnister—of—'aeewMery sr in 
acc'-judgfe'-wvritien'--€n%d--pmr€0te— fe#* 
iitmany^'-I do w%oi— shrink, nk in ahr— 
frowi%-Jb'uM'-eaurt--4ake—-enqukryf gry\ikm 

•^6tff — thiSf long s in th — M tnusM^ prononn In 

verb's iplace—imsisi, ^t in ina-^mpon^thai^if 
ihef comma in y— >tttif iter, tr in m-^be noM-^-en^ 
quired^inio—ii shaU noi be-^-^rgtBedf 
gd in ar-^upon—4BS^if-—pra^^d9 vd in pr— 



In case an objection may be taken to this system, from 
a supposition that it absolately requires to be written 
upon the lines, I am induced to mention that my chariic- 
ters may be applied upon the same prindple as that of 
otiier methods, over which, I shall even then be found to 
possess an advantage, but of course to a lesn extent than 
is afforded by the employment of my poiritions ; and t9 
such as may have occasion to write without lines, I would 
recommend Mr. Gurney's incipient vowels, as given in 
Plate 1, and in which case a dot should be written for of 
and ihe, a dot at the top of a word to the left for a, an, 
or, and ; •* of they I to they • * by the. 

Since the formation of this work 1 have seen Mr» 
Moat's book on Stenography, in which doubtless great 
ingenuity is displayed, but I consider it a work of theory,, 
rather thon of practice ; the junction of the characters 
being very difficult, and requiring such extreme nicety of 
precision, as to be, I fear, fatal to its practicability. 

I should not have presumed to offer any strictures on a 
contemporaneous author, had not criticism been invited 
by Mr. Moat himself, in whose work, by-the-bye, some 
material, though no doubt unintentional misrepresentations 
appear, with respect to Mr. Gurney's system, which, as I 
have taken the liberty of using it as a means of comparison, 
I feel called upon to point out ; for instance, Mr. Moat 
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describes two letters of Mn Garney's Stenographic 
alphabet^yand g as compoond characters. I have writ- 
ten by Mr. Oorney's system for many years^ and can 
vouch that in his book those letters are simple corves ; 
agfun^by Mr. Oomey's system, the Iiord's prayer requires 
US marks of the pen to express it» and not 162, as erro- 
neously stated by Bir. Moat. I write it in 56, which is 
10 less than the number employed in the same example 
by Mr. Moat. 

In comparing with Mr. Oumey, I have given the 
examples by his, as well as my own method, in order that 
the comparison may be fairly brought within the reader's 
observation. 

Having now briefly, though fully developed my system 
of Stenography, I trust that, in committing it to the ordeal 
of public criticism, I may without presumption be permit- 
ted to express a hope, that its contents will be found to 
realize the expectations which its title may create, and 
to testify what may perhaps be considered its bold 
assumption. 



W. MoUaeox, Printer, Id, Rollt Bolldlogt, Fetter Lane. 
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